
THE PHILIPPINES 

THE SECURITY ENVIRONMENT 

At the present time, the security outlook of the Philippines is unclear. Internal 

security problems continue to belie government claims of increased political 

stability. At the same time, there are evident possibilities for peace as talks pro

ceed between the government and the communist insurgents and Muslim sepa

ratist groups. The uncertainty is reinforced by external factors, particularly Chi

nese encroachments in the Spratlys in late 1994 and early 1995. Manila's lack of 

a credible military option with which to deter such affronts to its territorial claims 

enhanced perceptions of the Philippines' insecurity and vulnerability. Given the 

fluid situation that now characterizes the security environment of the Asia Pacific 

region, the Philippine government can only continue with its present diplomatic 

policies while accelerating the development of its military capabilities. But the 

prospects of the latter lie only in the longer term. 

Internal Security. The communist insurgency and Muslim separatist move

ment in Mindanao have been the principal security preoccupation of the Philip

pine government for the last three decades. Since 1986, however, the communist 

movement has suffered from political and military setbacks from which it has 

been unable to recover. The membership of the Communist Party of the Philip

pines (CPP), the number of regulars in the New People's Army (NPA), and their 

firearms holdings have dramatically declined. Moreover, party supporters have 

been disillusioned by a severe factional split in the CPP leadership. 

Chart I. Trends in CPP-NPA Strength 
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Source of basic data: Anned Forces of the Philippines 
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